
DEPARTMENTOF THE NAVY SECNAVINST7220.79A
Offii of the Secretary Pers-432T
WaahiugtonDC 203S0 1S August 1996

SECNAVINSTRUCTION7220.79A
.

From: Secretaryof the Navy
To: AUShips and Stations (leas Marine

Corps addressees not having Navy
personnel attached)

Subj: NAVY AVIATION CONTINUATION
PAY (ACP)

Refi (a) 37 USC$ 301b
(b) 37Usc!43ola
(c) NAVSO-PMSO,PAYPERS-

MAN/JuMPs

Encl: (1) ApplicationFormat for ACP

1. Purpose. To establish policies, pmcedum,
and guidance for the administrationof continuation
pay as authorized by reference (a) . This
instruction has been revised in its eatirety and
should be completely reviewed.

2. Cancellation. SECNAVINST 7220.79.

3. Background. Reference (a) authorized ACP
for eligible officers who obligate themselves to
remain on active duty for specific periods of time.

4. Policy. T’le Department of the Navy
authorises ACP as a supplement to Aviation Career
Incentive Pay (ACIP) when needed w

a. Correct current or projected shortages of
career off~ezs in aviation specialties de$emined to
be Critical.

b. Enhanceretention of highly trained career
aviation officers whose pezfonnance is Satisfactay
in specific aviatim specialties.

S. Definitions. For pqoses of this instructkm,
the following definitions will qply

a. Aviation CareerIncentive Pay (ACIP).
Pay in additionto basicpay for the frequent and
regular performance of operational or proficiency
flying duty authorized by reference (b).

b. Aviation Offker. An officer on active
duty in aviation service in a crideal specialty.
(Aviation officers of the line are identitled by
d@@ator COdCS.Limited duty and commissioned
waxrantaviation oftkers are identified by sub-
Specialty codes.)

c. Aviation Service. Serviee performed by
anofflcer who holdsan aeronauticaldes@adm
(except Flight Surgeons or other medicd 0-.)

d. Aviation Continuation Pay (ACP). A
retentionlumusdmrizedunderrefe-reme(a), paid
inaddition toanyolher payandallowaneesto
which an offim is entitled.

e. ACP Obligation. ‘Iheperiodof timean
aviation oftlcer agrees to remain on =tive duty in
aviarion seti= in retmn for receiving ACP.

f. ACP Agreement A writtenagreement
executed by an aviation officez to remain on aedve
duty in aviation service for at least 1 year. This

-a~ upon acceptance by ~
authority, is the bnsia for paymeat of ACP.

g. CriticalAviationSpecialty. An aviation
specialtyin whichthereexistsa shortage of
offkera, de@atedascritkalbytheSecremy of
the Navywith theapproval of the Semtaryofthe
Def-. Critical AviationSpecialtyisdetermined
by an OffiCdS - Aviation@dificatiOU
Designator(AQD) code. AQD codesarecontained
inNAVPERS158390,Manualof Navy Manpower
and I%mmnel Cks&atim ,andare indicatedon
Officer Data Ca171a(Olxa).

h. Effective Date of an ACP Agreement.
lle datean aviatim officer’swrittenagreementis
- b ~~ ~-w or~ * of
first eligibility, whkbever is later.

i. Commencemat Date of an ACP
Obligation. The firstdayof theperiodimW in
the ACP agreement that the officer begins
i3dditiOtdobligated seMce asso&ed with ACP.
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j. Initial Aviation Active-DutyService
Obligation (ADSO). Any active-dutyseMce
Cunmitmelltincmmd for ~aw

tmining. Army and Air l%rce intmemm
x= iIMXIIthiS obligation Wk?l tk)f COIIlpk@

naval aviation training and receive their Navy
wings. Navy intmervk tmnsks mustcomplete
the ADSO incuned upon receipt of wings. If
they wem hansferred into tk Navy before they
completed the ADSO, they must complete the
ADSO statedontheirorders.

k. Operational Flying Duty. Flying~.
foxmed under competent ordus by a &igmued of-
ficer while sewicing in assignments in which basic
flying skills are maintained in performance of
assigned duties as determined by the Secrettuy of
the Navy.

L Active Duty. Total of all alive aexwicein
an enlisted, wammq or commissioned status in any
of the U.S. kmed Fores and their Reserve
components.

6. Authority. In theNavy, the Chiefof Naval
Personnel (CHNAVPERS) is delegated authority M

a. Evaluate eligibility.

b. Axept writtemagreementsby aviatkm
off- to remainon activeduty in aviatkmtice
for a specified pexiod in mum for ACP.

c. Administer the ACPprogram per this
instruction.

7. Eligibility. To be’eligible for ACP, an
aviation offi muse

a. Be entitled to ACIF.

b. Be servicing in a critical aviationspeciaIty
designated by the Secretary of tk Navy with the
approval of the kretmy of Defense.

c. Be in a paygrade below 05,

e. Have UIIIlpk@dat kast 6 but ks than 13
years of active duty . L

f. Havecanpleted an InitialAviation ADSO
incurred for umkrgrwluate aviatim mining.

g. Not have participatedin the previous
AOCP/ACP program for more than a 2-year
paymemM@ion.

h. Be recommendedfor receiptof ACP by his
or hercommandingofficer. (commandingOflicers
mustprovidesubstantiveccnmnentson the desir-
abilityof reudningthe offker concend on active
duty forthedumtion of theperiod mquestedin the
officer’s agreement to Serve.)

8. Additional Conditiom ‘he following
additional candirions apply to ACP in the Navy.

a An aviation officer must be prospectively
able to canplete the full period of ACP obligation
in aviation service. For example, an aviation
off=

(1) Whois scheduledunder law or
Iegdatims to mandatdy aepamte bin setive duty
inkasthanlyearfk nnthedatetheACP wouldbe
pai~ is not eligible for ACP.

(2)whohviee failatobesekcted for
pomotkm tothenexthigher rank(Regukor
Reserve) and is subsequently continued on active
duty, maintains eligibility for ACP during periods
of continuation, if otkwise eligible.

b. Anofficer who fails to beapprovedfor
ACPmayreapply uporIAectiontopaygrade040r
after significant improvement in perfonuanee is
documented. Eachofficcx’sperformance asan
aviator andoffb will berevkwed byasmnding
adminkrative board convened by CHNAVPERS.

.

c In the event that a category of aviatkm
service is removal from the list of csitical aviation
specialties, or if authmity to pay ACP is othenvise

d. Be qualifkd to perform operational flying
duty.
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Eminatd afterthecommencem emdateofan ACP
ob@ation,ACPwillbepaidtothe of5cerforthe
entire period of obligation. If, however, authority
topay ACPis&dnated aftez an ACP agreement
isacceptd but before thecunmencem ent date of
the ACP service obligation, the agreement will be
voi&nopayment of ACPwillbemade, andtb
ACP aexvice obligation will be canceled.

d. An eIigibleaviationofficermayapplyfor
ACPbysubmitting ana@ic@onintheformat
prescribed in enclosure (l), via his or her mm-
manding officer, to CHNAVPERS. ‘IIMapplkation
Willstate specificau ythattbeapplican tagreesto
extemdfor the specified number of years. The
ACP service obligation will be served concurrently
with other service obligations. m completion of
an ACP ob@ation d- not release an officer hm
incomplete obligations incurred fiorn other sources.

e. Ifanoffkxr changesfromoneaviation
Specialtytoanotk, andthenew specialtyis
eligible for ACP, the officer will be eligible
for ACPupon qualify@ inthe Fleet ReAiness
sq* (FM),providedtk office? has cOm-
pleti * initial aviaticmobligation for training.
However, if a Naval Flight M= changes to
piloLhe orshewill not beccuneeligibIe for ACP
Uncilhe orshecompktes theobligation inclined for
hisorhermso.

f. An officercurrentlyon a bonuscontract
who changesto a communitybeingoffereda higher
rateof paymentwill ccmtinueto receivetk rateof
payofthe initialagreanak

& ~ eligibility criteriaand ratesof
continuation pay for the Navy will be published by

-e.

9. APPiicatkm& Using the format in enclosure
(l), an eligible aviatkm officer may apply fm ACP
Viarhecommandm“ g Oft’ker, agreeingto extend
for a specifiednumbexof years. Uponqxtwalby
CHNAVPERS, heorshe will becligiblefmratea
of ACP8sautkked in the governing meaaage. If

an ofilca &aim a specific effective date for the
ACP obligation, it should be specified in the
application, and must arrive at the Bureau of Naval
Personnel (13UPERS)befme that date. l%e
fouowing guidelines pertaim

a. An aviatien officer who has completed 6
yearsof activeduty seMce and the initial aviation
senfice obligation may apply at any time pier to
umpleting 13yearsactive duty.

b. An aviationofficerservingin rbeperiodof
initialaviatkmservicemayapplyin advanceof his
or her_ eligibilitydate. llM effectivedateof
the agreement must f~ after the service obligation
iSCOmpkkd, bUtWithilItk@Xdy= coveredby
k cument governing message.

c An aviationoffkxx notpresentlyqurditled
for operational flying duty may apply for ACP once
becoming qualified.

d. A Reserve aviation officer not on active
duty may apply for ACP upon reponing for active
duty, if eligible.

e. Officem whohave arequest formaignation
_orkvea .ms@adOn ttkady ~VCd by
the Secretary of the Navy must first submit a
withdmwalrequesL Anq@catkmforACPwiU
not beprocesd undlthe request forwithdrawal of
theres@aMm. has been approved.

f. submissionandacce@nwofan ACP
agreenmt by a Reserve officer extends the period
of active seavice through the @od for which the
ACPispaid.

10. ApprovalFr@ess. AUappkations for ACP
will berevkwed quartcalyorasnemxary bya
formalsanding AdministrativeBoardappointedby
CHNAVPERS.

11. Payment

a Aviadon offkexs whose appkationsare
r~d by CHNAVPERS will be paid ACP upen

mencement.date of tk ACP obligation.
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b. Paymemtof ACPwilbe attheratesas
Specified inrefereace (c)and asamplifiedinthe
current governing message.

(1) An aviationofficef who is sqended
fromflying for medicalixapacitation, including
Mum to ~ flightphysicalrequimmem, loses
eligibtity for ACTpaymentduringthepaiod of
ineligibilityfor ACP paymentduringh periodof
ineligibilityfor ACIP. He or she becumes eligible
for ACP UpOil reinstatement to flying duties and
receipt of ACIP.

(2) An officer, Regular or Reserve, WhO

twice fails to deselected for promodon totk next
higher paygrade and who subsequently will be
released from active du~ under law m regukion
atapoint intimekssth snoneyeariiom thedate
the ACP(new orannivcrs@ would bepaidisnot
eligible for any furtlw payments, and any remain-
ing serve obligation will be canceled.

12. Continuing Eligibility Requirement& P&
references(a) and (b), an aviatkmoffi must
remainon activeduty in aviatkmserviceand
maintaineligibility(~g to pamgmph7)
throughouttk entireperiodof ACP obligation.

a. Eligibility for annual ACP payment will be
.

suspenMkmmaM whcmevereligibtity for ACIP

is ~= ~W~=$ if ehsi~w
for ACPisreatored during theperiodof ACP
obligation, and if tk aviadon officer is otbwiae
entitle& the APCpaymemts will bepro-mtd so
thattheofficer receivea ACPpayme#sforaU
PeJiodsheorshe remains eligible fcw ACIP.
Removal of the aviation offi’s specialty from
the list of critical aviation specialties, causing
an intervening period of ineligibility during a
period of ACP service obligation, will not termi-
nate ACP eligibility for the duration of that
agreement period.

b. When medical or aviation dkqdfbh “onis
being pmessed, eligibility for tk ACP annual
paymelltwill be~pmdingfinal
determinationof qualification.

c. h 0fliC4X Wh05t?eligibiliq for ACP
Ultitkmemt has been EmniMed Willberequimdto -
fidfii the active-duty commitmen~ except Wheslthe
officer’s release from tive duty is involuntary
under kw or r@ation. However, an aviatkm
officer may bereleased fkomsuch ACP service
obligation uponapproval byrhe Secre@yofthc
Navy of the officer’s request for sepamticm,
discharge, or resignation.

13. Recoupment/RepaymentRquired. Aviation
Of?icerswill berequifed torepaytheuncamed
_ofpt’qmid A@ amountspfomtainthe
followingcircumstances

a. SeparadaI from active duty or dkharge
focanyreason except thoaespezificd inpara-
graph 14.

b. Lossofdesignaio ninacritica laviation
-ty, except Whereimmediately fccksified in
another aviation special tyalsodesiias
critical.

c Tednatkm of rntitlanemt to ACIP, except
asinpmagmph 14.

L ~ or injury resultinginitmpacitation
ordisability determir@intccodam with the
Manual of the Judge MvocateGeneral,to have
beenincurt’ed notintite lineofduty.

14. Repayment/k!coupment Not Rquhd.
R=oupmentofpaymem already madewinnotbe
reqtitheACPob@atimwiUbetednat4
andnofmther ACPpayxneJItswill bemadeunder
the following circumstances

a Sepration from military service by
@e$i3tiOIIOf hlWS, or by oj)t=tion of dit=y
service or Depament of Defense (DOD) policies,
except Sepamtioslstbr -.

b. Deathm dkability, including medical
sN@intIHusPe*,whic hisneithert.hemult
of mlsconktor willfid negkc~norincumcd
duringa peaiodof unauthmizedabscmce.
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15. Action. Commandm“goffieerswillinvk
qualifiedofficersto submitaPPkationsfor ACPto
CHNAVPERS.Commandingofficezsmustensure
that* informationprovidedin theOfiker’s
applicatkmis completeandaccurate,thatthe
officermess all the eligibilityrequirementsset
fortbin paragmph7,andtbat noactionis-g
thatmayresultin the oflicer beingineligiblefor
ACP. CommmXngofficersmustalso provide
substantivecommenton tk desirabihtyof remining
theofficeron activeduty.

RICHARDDANZIG
Acting

Dtibution:
SNDLPartsland2
BUPERS (Pers-432)(50 copies)
BUPERS(Pers-334)(100 COpieS)

SECNAVINS’T 72M.79A
15 August 19%

Order from:

Naval Inventory Control Point
Cog “I” Material
700 Robbins Avenue
Philadelphia PA 19111-5098

Stocktxk 300 copies

SECNAV/OPNAVDirectivesControl Office
WashingtonNavy Yard Building 200
901 M Street SE
WashingtonDC 20374-s074 (20 copies)
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APPLICATION FORMAT FOR AVIATION
CONTINUATION PAY

From: (Eligible 0t17cer.j
To: Chief of Naval Personnel (PERS432T)
Via: Commanding Officer

Subj: REQUEST FOR AVIATION CONTINUATION PAY

Ref (a) SECNAVINST 7220.79A
(b) CHNAVPERS Washington DC msg 201428Z Ott 95 (NAVADMIN 254/95)

[NOTE: Regular (USN) oficers use the following paragraph.]

1. I hereby apply for Aviation Continuation Pay effective (kwnecliate/y upon approva/ or
a specific date after the date of request) in accordance with references (a) and (b).
Contingent upon approval of my application for this special pay, I agree not to tender a
resignation that would be effected during this ACP service obligation or terminate
voluntarily my aviation designator for period of (number” of yearn, number of months)
beyond the commencement of the ACP sewice obligation and that thereupon I shall be
eligible for special pay of (tots/ amount in do//ars). (See par. 6, Note (4) of reference (b)
for examp/e of tots/ amount payab/e.) I understand that, upon approval, this application
is binding.

[NOTE: Reseme (USNR) oficers who have been selected for augmentation use the
following paragraph.]

1. I hereby apply for Aviation Continuation Pay effective (immediately upon appmva/ or
a specitic date after the date of request) in accordance with references (a) and (b).
Contingent upon approval of my application for this special pay, I agree to serve on
active duty as an aviator for a period of (number of yeans, number of months) beyond
the commencement of the ACP senrice obligation and that thereupon I shall be eligible
for special pay of (tots/ amount in do//ars). (See par. 6, Note (4) of refetence (b) for
examp/e of tots/ amount payable). I understand that, upon approval, this application is
binding.

2. I have read, understand, and agree to be bound by the provisions of references (a)
and (b), including all provisions relating to termination of payments to be made under
this agreement, termination of the sewice obligation, and the circumstances under
which recoupment by the Government may be required.

Enclosure (1)
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3. I understand that the Deputy Chief of Naval Personnel must validate my eligibility for
ACP. In the event 1 am not eligible for ACP, this application will be returned with no
action taken, and 1may reapply at a later date if eligibility changes. I also understand
that the Deputy Chief of Naval Personnel must validate the total amount of ACP for
which I am qualified. In the event that the amount due differs from that which I
calculated, 1 (wWwi// not) accept such determination by the Deputy Chief of Naval
Personnel. If I do not accept such a determination of the amount due me, 1understand
that my application shall be returned with no action taken, and that I will be free to
reapply at a later date.

4. The following information is provided and certified to be true and accurate.

Aviation Service Entry Date (ASED):

Date Accepted First Commission:

Total Years of Aviation Service:

Total Years of Active Duty:

Date of Expiration of Initial Aviation Service Obligation:

DSN number

(Signature of ot17cer)

Enclosure (1) 2
/“


